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SHORT SYNOPSIS: 
Residents of a small community fight for clean drinking water as the contaminated soil 

of an old manufacturing plant continues leaking dangerous toxins into ground more than 

twenty years after the threat was first reported to the Environmental Protection Agency. 

 

MEDIUM SYNOPSIS: 
What if you found out you had cancer, then you discovered your well water was contaminated, 

then you tried to sue the company responsible, but couldn’t? Then you fought to get the site 

cleaned up and nothing happened. Then you tried to sell your house, but no one wanted to buy 

it. What would you do? What could you do? 

 

My Toxic Backyard chronicles a community's fight to get clean drinking water and see the 

chemicals, still leaking into their groundwater, cleaned up. 
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LONG SYNOPSIS: 
In cities, most people get their water piped in from 

a large aquifer.  Aquifers are chosen carefully and 

protected against pollutants.  People living in rural 

areas get their water from private wells.  They tap 

into the water table below the ground and draw 

water into their homes from directly beneath them.  

But what happens when the water beneath them is 

contaminated? 

 

My Toxic Backyard chronicles one rural 

community’s struggle to get clean, safe water.  

When an old manufacturing plant closes and 

moves away, it leaves behind contamination from 

chemicals dumped directly onto the ground.  Over 

the years, the toxic chemicals began to leak into 

the water table.  Residents in the area drank high 

levels of contaminated water for years, not 

knowing what was making them sick.   

 

Even after community members alerted the 

Environmental Protection Agency, the site was not 

deemed a threat and toxins continued to leak 

unchecked for years.  When the site finally became designed a Superfund site and was ranked 

among the worst contaminated sites in the nation, the community expected a cleanup and safe 

water, but instead the site seemed to enter a perpetual state of tests and evaluation with little, to 

no action.  Now there are over one hundred homes within one mile of the site. 

Unfortunately the problems of this community are not isolated.  One out of every four Americans 

lives with in a four mile radius of a Superfund site.  Do you know what’s in your water?  Your 

air?  In the ground around you?  The struggles that this community is facing are just the 

examples being presented in a system that has failed them for decades. 

 

DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT : 

This all started because I wanted to buy a house. Asheville, North Carolina is a beautiful area 

nestled in the Blue Ridge Mountains. Housing prices are generally high no matter where you go 

in the area. So when I found a section of town where the houses were affordably priced, my first 

thought was, what’s wrong with this area? There was no high crime rate, no dilapidated houses, 

it was close to city limits, but not too close. I thought I might have stumbled upon a hidden gem. 

My realtor showed me multiple homes in the area and I started to get excited. I told a friend of 

mine about this amazing find and as soon as I told him where it was, he stopped me. “There’s 

something bad in the water out there. Don’t buy a house there!” he said. “What’s in the water?” I 

asked, perplexed that I had never heard about this before and I had lived in Asheville for more 



the five years. “I don’t know, but it’s making people sick.” 

 

I stopped looking for houses in that area, but I was curious and started digging. There were 

newspaper articles, the local TV news had done stories, it was no secret. There was a whole 

community fighting for clean, safe drinking water that I had somehow managed to remain 

oblivious to. Even when I had been actively looking for a house in the area, there were no red 

flags, no warnings from my realtor or anyone else. If I had not done my own research, I never 

would have known that there was a toxic Superfund site leaking chemicals into the water table. I 

felt like I had dodged a bullet, but I couldn’t stop thinking about all the people still living out there 

who weren’t as lucky. That’s when I started making this documentary. 

 

“My Toxic Backyard” examines the events leading up to the declaration of a Superfund site at 

an old manufacturing plant and the community’s desperate fight for clean drinking water. For the 

past five years I collected the stories of the residents, interviewed experts and tried to 

understand how such a devastating environmental catastrophe can remain virtually unchanged, 

leaking hazardous carcinogens into drinking water for more than two decades. I was under the 

impression that the Environmental Protection Agency would take care of problems like this, after 

all it’s for places like this that that agency exists. I’ve since discovered that it’s not so simple. 

 

I wish that I could say this site is rare, that these residents have fallen victim to one horrible 

tragedy and that it’s an isolated event. But with over 46,000 sites evaluated by the EPA and 1 

out of every 4 Americans living within a 4 mile radius of a Superfund site, I’m afraid many of us 

have no idea what is in our own backyards. 

 

DIRECTOR’S BIO: 
Katie Damien is an award-winning filmmaker with a 

Bachelor of Arts in film production from the University 

of Central Florida. Katie has always been known for her 

creative endeavors, spending much of her childhood 

performing plays for family members and writing songs 

that always rhymed, but never made sense. It wasn't 

until the ripe age of twelve that she first picked up her 

uncle's VHS camera and shot her first short film with 

her cousins and sister. The movie was so bad, the tape 

was immediately erased and the movie was never 

seen. Undeterred, Katie continued to make movies until 

finally one day someone decided to pay her. 

 

Katie was born and raised in Florida and is currently living in Asheville, North Carolina.  She’s 

been awarded various accolades at film festivals.  She’s also won five Southeast Regional 

Emmy Awards including writing and directing.  She does commercial production as well as 

independent film work.  This is her first feature film. 
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